EDL 714 (2010)
Survey Development Assignment Due November 3
Purpose: 

The purpose of this assignment is for you to demonstrate the ability to design a survey and write survey items for two constructs related to your dissertation topic. You are also being asked to do some cognitive pretesting of the items, to pilot your items with 20-30 people (use Survey Monkey and colleagues in class if necessary; it’s a simulation), and to compute Cronbach alphas.  [Ordinarily a pilot would occur before the administration of the survey and the computation of the Cronbach alpha, but for instructional purposes only, we are collapsing the process into a more manageable assignment and time frame.] 

You are also asked to include a brief description of the following:  purpose of the survey (of which the two subscales or constructs are but one part), an explanation of how the two constructs emerged from the literature and conceptual framework as you presently understand it,  the population and sample,  the research design, and any other information you think we need to put your work into the proper context. You will also provide a narrative summary of what you learned from the cognitive pretesting (and how you responded), what you learned from the pre-testing (and how you would respond if this were a “real” study), and what you learned from the computation of the Cronbach alpha (and how you would respond).

Resources: Fink (2009); Mertens (2010), chapter 6.

Due: Wednesday, November 3

Final Product: 

A  5 page (+/-)paper that describes:

1. Purpose of survey.

2. An explanation of the two constructs you have chosen for the project (with reference to conceptual framework and literature as appropriate)

3. The population and sample for the survey.

4. The research design for the survey.

5. The process you used for cognitive pretesting, what you learned, and how you modified the survey.

6. The process you used for the pilot, what your learned, and how the survey should be modified.

7. The findings from your Cronbach alphas, what you learned, and if the survey should be modified, how it should be modified.

8.  Include references (methodological and content related) and append your survey, a summary of your survey data (in an APA table), and a proper APA table (it will be relatively small one) that reports the Cronbach alphas.
